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The  Kdnkdkee 
dnd  Iroquois  riuer 
sijstem  displdys 
mdnij  different 
persoRdlilies, 
suiting  itself  to  d 
neuer^endinq 
udrietij  of 
recredtiondl 
dctiuities.  For  the 
poiuerbodt  or 
ludter-skiing 


enthusidst,  there's  d  brodd  stretch  of  open  rudter 
upstredm  from  the  citij  of  Kdnkdkee.  For  the 
dnqler,  there  dre  numerous  quiet  pools  inhere 
record-size  fish  lurk.  For  the  cdnoeist  there  dre 
udried  mdters,  rdnging  from  the  ndrrom  dnd 
tmistinq  redches  of  the  Iroquois  to  the  isldnd- 
dotted  dnd  scenic  Kdnkdkee.  Along  the  bdnks, 
recredtiondl  opportunities  dbound— hundreds  of 
cdmpsites,  miles  of  mooded  trdils,  scenic  uistds 
dnd  dbunddnt  mildlife,  picnic  grounds,  dnd 
fdcilities  for  golf,  tennis,  shopping,  dining,  dnd 
other  dctiuities. 


An  Angler's  And  Boater's  Paradise 

The  Kdnkdkee  Riuer  Udlleij  offers  trulij  qredt  fishing 
for  the  dedicdted  dnqler,  ds  luell  ds  plenti^  of  dctiuitij 
for  those  mho  merely  ludnt  to  "dromn  d  morm.”  Species 
ndtiue  to  the  Kdnkdkee  dnd  Iroquois  include 
smdllmouth  dnd  rock  bdss,  mdlleye  dnd  northern  pike, 
cdtfish,  crdppies,  dnd  blueqill.  Anglers  hdue  been 
outmittinq  record-size  fish  in  these  ludters  for  yedrs. 
Currently,  the  Kdnkdkee  holds  four  stdte 
records:  rock  bdss  (lib.,  9  oz.),  smdllmouth  bdss  (6 
lbs.,  1 1/2  oz.),  lUdUeye  (14  lbs.),  dnd  northern  pike  (22 
lbs.,  12  oz.). 


rUdnij  of  the  most 
promising  fishing  dreas 
are  best  reached  bq  boat, 
but  there  are  also  a 
number  of 


excellent 
spots  for| 
bank  f?shtTi 
In  the  citij 
of 

Kankakee, 
for 

example, 
malkmaijs 
haue  been 
provided  at 
an 

abandoned 
pomerhouse 
to  alloiv 
fishing  just 
belom  the 
dam  on  the 
river.  Ulany 
small  creeks  feed  into  the 
Kankakee  and  Iroquois 
rivers,  providing  varied 
fishing  experiences.  In 
Kankakee,  a  former 
quarrij  in  bird  Park  has 
been  stocked,  and  is 
especidllij  suited  to  fishing 
by  children. 

Access  for  canoes  and 
pomer  boats  is  plentiful, 
mith  "put'-in”  points  for 
canoes  scattered  up  and 
domn  the  river  system. 
Ramps  for  poiver  boats 
are  concentrated  in  the 
siX'^mile  stretch  of  deep 


mater  upstream  of  the  Kan^ 
kakee  dam^ — at  beckman 
and  River  Road  parks  in 
Kankakee,  and  at  Aroma 
Park,  near 


the 

confluence 
of  the 
Kankakee 
and  Iroquois 
rivers. 

The 

Kankakee 
Ualley  Park 
District  also 
maintains 
harbor 
facilities  at 
beckman 
Park.  The 
broad, 
gently 
curving 
section  of 
the  river  through  the  city 
of  Kankakee  is  popular  for 
ivaterskiing  and  general 
boating,  and  is  the  site  of 
the  annual  Labor  Day 
iveekend  boat  races. 

The  several  miles  of 
navigable  mater  above  the 
Interstate  57  bridge  (at  the 
east  edge  of  Kankakee) 
have  a  different  character, 
consisting  of 
narromer  channels 
minding  among  mooded 
islands,  making  them 
ideal  for  leisurely  cruising. 


An  Historic,  Scenic  Canoeinq  UJaterinaq 

Ttlore  than  300  years  ago,  LaSalle  and  other  early 
explorers  of  the  American  milderness  paddled 
the  maters  of  the  Kankakee  River  Ualley, 
searching  for  fortune  and  glory.  Today,  iveekend 
adventurers  of  all  ages  explore  nearly  100  miles 
of  these  same  maters,  seeking  (and  finding) 
enjoyment  and  a  change  of  pace  from  the  hectic 
contemporary  lifestyle.  Even  though  they  are  less 
than  60  minutes'  drive  from  Chicago,  the 
Kankakee  and  Iroquois  rivers  remain  unspoiled 
and  uncromded.  On  these  maters,  you  can  truly 
"get  amay  from  it  all."  In  terms  of  difficulty,  the 


Kankakee  is  a  Class  I  river,  suitable  for  people  of 
all  ages  and  canoeing  skills.  It  ranks  among  the 
cleanest  and  most  pollution-free  rivers  in  the 
state. 

Canoe  rentals  for  individuals  or  groups  are 
available  from  area  firms  and  at  the  Kankakee 
River  State  Park.  One  Kankakee  outfitter  offers 
excursions  ranging  in  length  from  a  fern  hours  to  a 
fern  days,  mith  bus  transportation  for  groups  to 
and  from  various  points  on  the  rivers. 


The  clockloiuer  dt  Kankakee’s 
Shapiro  Deuelopnnental 
Center,  dating  to  the  turn  of 
the  centuri],  is  one  of  the 
manij  attractiue 
buildings  in  the 
Kankakee  Riuer 
Ualleij  constructed 
of  local  limestone. 
The  urban  center  of 
the  area— the  adjoin^ 
ing  communities  of 
Kankakee,  bradleq, 
bourbonnais,  and 
Aroma  Park — ^has 
an  aggregate  population  of  approximatelij 
55,000.  These  communities  offer  all  of  the 
amenities  of  citij  liuing, 
mhile  retaining  a  friendlij 
and  neighborlij  flauor. 

Local  retail  businesses 
offer  euerijthing  from  the 
necessities  of  life  to  luxurij 
goods.  Antique,  specialtij, 
and  gift  shops  prouide 
hours  of  pleasant  broiusing 
(and  often  a  real  "find") 
for  shoppers. 


Restaurants  cater  to  all 
tastes,  moods,  and  budgets' — 'in  surroundings 
as  unusual  as  Sullij’s,a  conuerted  1880's  flax 
warehouse,  or  l]eslerijear,  a  landmark  house 
designed  h\]  Trank  Lloijd  IDright.  The  office 
of  the  Kankakee  Area  Conuention  &.  Uisitors 
Association  is  located  at  Ifesteri^ear. 


The  Kankakee  Riuer  Ualleij  is  luelLsupplied 
ruith  park  facilities,  from  the  huge  Kankakee 
Riuer  State  Park,  to  the  more  than  true  dozen 
smaller  sites  operated  bij  indiuidual 
communities  or  the  Kankakee  Ualleij  Park 

District.  Picnic 


areas  at  manij 
of  the  parks 
offer  running 
luater,  grills, 
horseshoe  pits, 
sturdij  tables, 
playground 


Summer  AcliuiUes 

The  Kankakee  Riuer  Ualley 
offers  a  host  of  enjoyable 
summertime  actiuities  for 
uisitors.  Among  the  earliest 
of  these  is  an  annual  outdoor 
smim  meet  hosted  by  the 
Kankakee  IjlTlCA,  and  held 
each  June  at  the  Kankakee 
Ualley  Park  District’s 
Olympic^sized  pool. 

Tlundreds  of  youngsters,  from  kindergartners 
to  teens,  are  draiun  to  the  meet  from  across 
the  midruest.  A  July  feature  is  the 
Independence  Day  celebration  in  Kankakee, 
luith  day-long  actiuities  including  games, 

contests  and 
performances. 
The  climax,  once 
darkness  falls,  is 
a  spectacular 
hour-long 
fireiuorks  display 
along  the 
Kankakee  Riuer. 
In  August,  ’city  folk  ”  can  experience  an 
honest-to-goodness  county  fair,  including  an 
exciting  championship-caliber  rodeo,  at  the 
Kankakee  County  Fairgrounds. 


Discover 
the  C^eal 
Outaoo 
in  the 


Photos  courtesy  of  Bill  Byrns,  Lurry  Cote,  Ruth  Johnson,  The  Daily  Journal,  Dora  Lattner,  TTlartha  ITlontqomery,  Larry  lllorris,  IDilliam  K.  IPilliamson 


equipment,  adequate  parking  areas,  and 
plentiful  room  for  uolleyball,  soccer  and  other 
games.  Shelters  and  pauilions  in  the  large 
parks  may  be  reserued  in  aduance  by  groups. 
A  unique  recreational  area  only  blocks  from 
doiuntoiun  Kankakee  is  bird  Park,  once  the 
site  of  a  large  rock  quarry.  The  flooded 
quarry  is  stocked  for  fishing  and  offers 
roiuboats  and  pedal- 
poiuered  craft  at  nominal 
rental  fees,  betiueen  the 
quarry  and  the  Kankakee 
Riuer  is  a  pleasantly 
luooded  picnic  and 
playground  area. 

In  the  southiuestern  area  of 
Kankakee,  the  large  Small 
memorial  Park  prouides 
uisitors  ruith  opportunities  to  tour  a  restored 
one-room  schoolhouse  and  the  boyhood  home 

of  Len  Small, 
Qouernor  of 
Illinois  in  the 
I920’s.  In  the 
same  park  is  the 
Kankakee 
County 
Historical 

Society’s  museum,  considered  one  of  the 
finest  facilities  of  its  size  in  the  state.  In 
addition  to  its  continuing  display  of  historical 
items,  the  museum  regularly  schedules 
special  exhibits.  The  schoolhouse.  Small 
home,  and  museum  are  open  on  Saturday  and 

Sunday  and  other 
times  by  appointment. 


Somethinq  For  Everyone 

of  special  interest. 

There  are  also  miles  of 
trails  dedicated  to  use  by 
bicyclists  and  horseback 
riders. 

Uisitors  can  match  small 
animals  and  birds  at  many 
points  along  the  trails, 
especially  in  the  posted 
nature 

preserues  on 
both  sides  of 
the  riuer. 

One  island 
preserue  is 
the  home  of 
a  species  of 
floiuer  (the 
Kankakee 
ITlalloiu ) 
found  noiuhere  else  in  the 
luorld. 

Fishing  is  considered  uery 
good  luithin  the  park 
boundries,  luhether  from 
the  banks  or  afloat.  In 
season,  hunting  for 
pheasant,  duck,  doues, 
squirrel,  deer,  and  other 
game  is  alloiued  in  the 
less-deueloped  park  areas 
on  the  south  side  of  the  riuer. 
During  the  luinter  months, 
the  park  continues  to 
attract  many  uisitors, 
including  hardy  campers, 
cross-country  skiers  and 
snoiumobilers.  lUell- 
marked  trails  haue  been 
laid  out  for  skiers  and 
snoiumobilers. 


In  nearby  ITlomence,  August  brings  the  annual 
(gladiolus  Festiual.  Highlighting  the  festiuities 
are  seueral  parades  featuring  colorful  floiuer- 
bedecked  floats,  drum-and-bugle  corps  and 
other  marching  units. 

An  accompanying  attraction  is  one  of  the 
midiuest’s  most  popular  antique  auto  shoius, 
featuring  classic  uehicles  by  the  dozens. 
Ending  the  summer  season  are  the  annual 
Labor  Day  lueekend  boat  races,  ruith  high- 
performance  boats  competing  in  many 
classes.  Itlany  families  "make  a  day  of  it," 
bringing  along  picnic  lunches,  beuerage 
coolers,  and  larun  chairs  or  blankets  forseating 
in  the  park  areas 
along  the  riuer. 

Throughout  the 
summer  months, 
golfers  enjoy 
the  seuen  courses 
located  in  the 
Kankakee  Riuer 

Halley.  Ranging  from 
"duffer"  leuel  to  championship  caliber  (one 
has  truice  played  host  to  the  Illinois  Open), 
most  of  these  courses  are  open  on  a  daily  fee 
basis.  The  large  number  of  facilities  in  the 
area  means  that  they  are  usually  uncroruded' — ■ 
golfers  seldom  haue  to  ruait  to  tee  off.  Tennis 
buffs  mill  find  courts  (some  lighted  for 
euening  play)  in  many  of  the  local  parks. 
Softball  actiuity  is  centered  in  Riuer  Road 
Park,  south  of  Kankakee,  but  diamonds  are 
also  auailable  at  other  sites. 


Kankakee  Riuer  State  Park¬ 


in  a  lypicdl  year,  more  than 
a  million  and  a  quarter 
people  uisit  the  Kankakee 
Riuer  State  Park.  .  .but  the 
extensiue  4,000  acre 
facility  seldom  seems 
ouercroruded. 

The  park  has  somethinq  to 
offer  eueryone.  Camping 
areas  are 
designed  to 
qiue  tent  or 
trailer/ 
motorhome 


campers 
plenty  of 
elboru  room 
and  natural 
surround¬ 
ings,  as  luell 
as  such  "ciuilized"  niceties 
as  hot  shoiuers  and 
electrical  hookups.  For 
hikers,  there  are  miles  of 
trails  running  through  the 
ruooded  areas,  along  the 
banks  of  the  Kankakee 
Riuer,  and  along  the  rim  of 
scenic  Rock  Creek 
Canyon. 

The  canyon,  ruith  its  steep 
rualls  of  rugged  limestone, 
is  one  of  the  park's  most 
scenic  areas.  There  are 
special  hiking  trails  for  the 
handicapped,  including 
the  "Rock  Bluffs  Trail  of 
the  Senses,”  ruith 
numbered  posts  and 
special  pads  embedded  in 
the  path  to  indicate  points 


/ 


The  maqic  of  a  mistij 
morning,  mith  the  birds 
calling  across  the  mater  and 
the  coffeepot  sending  out 
sauorij  signals  to  mingle 
mith  the  tang  of 
rnoodsmoke.-.the 
excitement  of  a  big  bass 
grabbing  ijour  lure  and 
making  the  line  sing  off  the 
reel. ..the  satisfying 
tiredness  in  your  arms  and 
shoulders  as  you  beach 
your  canoe  at  the  end  of  a 
long  day  on  the 
mater. ..these  are  o^ly  a 
fexx>  of  the  "Qreat 
Outdoors”  experiences 
.you  can  enjoy  in  the 
Kankakee  Riuer  Ualley. 


HOTELS/mOTELS 


no. 

of  Rooms 

no.  of  Roi 

Barfield’s  Inn 

Kankakee. IL  (815) 933-4411 

112 

model  motel 

Kankakee, IL  (815)932-5013 

19 

'  FairuieiwITlotel 

36 

riorthqate  motel 

17 

Kankaki^,  IL  (815)  933-7708 

r  ■  X 

'  *  1 

Bradley,  IL  (815)  933-8261 

'Qeorqian  niolel  ^ 

6  ' 

Reqal  8  Inn''*^' 

98 

St.  Anne,  IL  (815)937-9740 

Bourbonnais,  IL  (815)  933-2300 

Havuait  JTlotel 

22 

Scottish  Inn 

65 

Bradley, IL  (815)932-2999 

U 

Kankakee, IL  (815)939-4551 

Holiday  Inn/Holidome 

Bradley, IL  (815)939-3501 

160 

Siesta  motel 

nianleno, IL  (815) 468-3415 

12 

Hoinard  Johnson's 
motor  Lodge 

98 

Stonecrest  motel 

ITlomence,  IL  (815)  472-2411 

20 

Kankakee.  IL  (815)  939-7171 

U.l.P.  motel 

13 

Imperial  400  motel 

46 

rriomence,  IL  (815)  944-8434 

Kankakee,  IL  (815)  933-1681 

• 

Ifesteryear,  Inc. 

Kankakee, IL  (815) 939-3131 

7 

PARKS/CAmPQROUnOS/CAnOE  TRIPS 


Kankakee  Riuer  Stale  Park 

Rl  102,  5ourbonnais,  IL  (815)  933-1383 

Kankakee  Ualleij  Park  District 

Kankakee, IL  (815)933-7336 

Kankakee  South  KOA 

Rt  49. Chebanse, IL  (815)939-4603 

Riuer  Isle 

rriomence,  IL  (815)  472-4^49 


Kankakee  Counlij 
Conuenlion  &  Uisitors  Assoc. 


P.O.  box  1967  Hdrrison  Aue.  At  the  Rruer  (Ijesterijedr) 

Kdnkdkee,  Illinois  60901  (815)  935-7390 

In  Illinois  (800)  892-6450 
Hot  Line 

for  Local  Euenls  (815)933-9229 


Lake  Alexander  Campqrounds 

rriomence,  IL  (815)  472-4171 

rriomence  Park  District 

rriomence,  I L  (815)472-2670 

Reed’s  Canoe  Trips 

Kankakee, IL  (815)939-0053 

or  939-3117 


KANKAKEE 

COUNTY 


CVA 


CONVENTION  A 

VISITORS 

ASSOCIATION 
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Discover  The  Magnificent  Miles  of  ^ 

Department  of  Commerce  and 
Comnxrirty  Attars 
Office  of  Tourism 
prnted  with  state  and  local  finds 
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